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View from the 
Quarterdeck 

Harry Armenia, 
Commodore 2021 

 
Hello Everyone  

 

Our activity schedule is filling up.  

 

Doug had race #5 this past 

weekend.  Rick has a labor day 

weekend  boat and drive cruise to 

Island Moorings, the pool there is 

great!! 

 

Judy has a land cruise to 

Fredericksburg the weekend of 

September 17,18, and 

19th.  Oakwood RV park is a great 

place they also have a pool!. 

 

Mary Kay has scheduled a dinner 

for September 11th  

 

Hope to see our members at these 

events and enjoy our time together.  

 

The board of directors will meet on 

September 9th to pick a date for our 

general membership meeting.  This 

meeting is important because this is 

where we vote on a new slate of 

officers and directors for next 

year.  Please see the list of  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

members who are running for next 

year on page 2.  Once we decide a 

date I will send out an email to 

everyone.   

 

Please remember we still 

approximately 50% of the hurricane 

season left and we are in the 

busiest time.  Be prepared!  

 
Be careful and safe. 

 
Harry 
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2022 Executive Board Nominees 
The Nominating Committee has recommended the 
following slate of officers for 2022.  Other members 
who meet the qualifications may be nominated from 
the floor during the Fall General Membership Meeting. 
Please ask if your floor nominee will serve before 
nominating he or she at the General Meeting. 
 

 Commodore Phyllis Vaughn 

 Vice Commodore Jim Zelnik 

 Rear Commodore Mary Kay Schultz 

 Secretary Rick Bell 

 Treasurer Walter Crawford 

 Director 2022-

2023 

Russell Seal 

Rudy Mircovich 

  
The 2021-2022 Directors John Stoner and Mary Kay 
Schultz will continue to serve in 2022.  If Mary Kay is 
elected Rear Commodore, the new BOD will select 
another member to serve as Director for 2022. 
 
Following are the Statements of Qualifications 
submitted by each nominee. 
 

Phyllis Vaughn, Commodore 

I’m honored to be considered for the position of 
Commodore.  If elected I will work diligently for the 
good of the club.  Jerry and I joined the BYC in 1985. 
With the exception of the audit committee, I have 
either chaired or served on every committee we have.  I 
had the privilege of serving as Commodore in 1998 and 
have served as your Secretary in 2020 and 2021. 
 
Vice Commodore, Jim Zelnik 

I’m a retired engineer, and now a candidate for Vice 
Commodore of the Bay Yacht Club in 2022.  I’ve had a 
lot of fun this past year as your Vice Commodore.  And 
most especially, I’ve enjoyed meeting and getting to 
know y’all better over this past year.  Some of my 
efforts during the past year included updating the 
duties of the Vice Commodore and the Facilities 

Committee members.  The Hurricane Preparedness 
procedures have also been updated and we worked 
with the marina staff to secure an acceptable floating 
dock location in the event that the Bay Star needs to be 
relocated due to an impending storm.  I bring an 
engineer’s desire to solve problems, while being fiscally 
efficient.  I look forward to serving the BYC as Vice 
Commodore in 2022.    
 

Rear Commodore, Mary Kay Schultz 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve as Rear 
Commodore on the board of directors of the BYC.  My 
experience:  I have been on the BOD as a Director for 
one year. I was President of Six Points Kiwanis.  I am the 
broker and co-owner of a successful real estate 
company (my husband, Tim Grace is the co-owner).  I 
am also an Angel runner for MTT Wings of Texas and 
Ainsley's Angels of South Texas.  I have a lot of energy, 
work hard and will do my best  to further the objectives 
of BYC. 
 

Treasurer, Walter Crawford 

I have accepted the 2022 nomination as Treasurer. If I 
am elected, I will do the best job I possibly can, and I 
will do my best to represent each and every member’s 
interest for the betterment of the overall Club. 

 

My qualifications are as follows: I’ve been Treasurer 
from 2018 to the present; Rear Commodore in 2008 and 
2014, Vice Commodore in 2015, Commodore in 2009, 
2012, 2016, and served on the Board of Directors as 
Past Commodore in 2010, 2013, and 2017. I have served 
on the Board of Directors 11 of the last 12 years. I 
recently retired as a successful business owner and 
served as General Manager for a division of Ball 
Aerospace. I was responsible for accounting and 
financial reporting in both instances. As a business 
owner, I was responsible for my entire accounting 
system and I filed all my own business tax returns (C-
Corp, form 1120 and supporting schedules) and my 
personal tax returns. I have a firm grasp of accounting 
principles. 
 

Thank you for your consideration and support. 
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A sample ballot for the 2021 fall election follows. 
 
 

 
 

Vice Commodore 
Comments 

Jim Zelnik 
 
Over the past couple of years, several members have 
devoted much time and effort to improve the reliability 
of the air conditioning units on the Bay Star.  The club 
has funded the purchase of a new cooling water pump, 
four new a/c units, cooling water replacement pipes, 
cabinets to house the new units, and other system 
improvements.  The labor to install these system parts 
has been donated by several BYC members.  Despite all 
these efforts, the reliability has not improved to the 
desired level to maintain a comfortable summertime 
environment on the Bay Star. 
 
You may remember that over a year ago the cooling 
water pipes were opened and cleaned.  These efforts 

revealed that oysters were thriving in the pipes 
effectively clogging and restricting cooling water flow to 
several of the a/c units.  Most affected were the a/c 
units in the forward areas of the Bay Star located on 
both decks.  As a result, much of the pipe leading to 
these forward a/c units was either bored out or 
replaced. 
 
In an effort to improve the reliability of all of the a/c 
units, the suction strainer on the cooling water pump is 
cleaned weekly by club volunteers.  Chlorine tablets are 
placed in the cleaned strainer to inhibit marine growth.   
 
Four new a/c units were installed on the main deck.  
Two under the starboard side stair to the upper deck, 
and two in a new purpose-built cabinet on the port side 
opposite the galley.  These units worked very well – but 
only for a short time.  Recently, the a/c units on the 
starboard side have been shut down as they would not 
stay running for more than an hour due to insufficient 
cooling water.  The valves on the cooling water supply 
lines to these units have been closed to divert as much 
flow as possible to the Pilot House and main a/c unit on 
the upper deck.  The two a/c units on the port side 
opposite of the galley continue to work and do a 
reasonable job of keeping the main deck comfortable.  
However, one of these units has developed a problem 
freezing up and has been placed in a circulating fan 
mode to prevent any further damage.  Efforts are on-
going to diagnose and fix the freeze up problem. 
 
The existing units on the upper deck by the bar and the 
keg cooler are fairly reliable, although the one near the 
keg cooler has been found to shut down from time to 
time.  
 
The main source of the problems with the a/c units can 
be attributed to a reduction of cooling water flow and 
the cooling water temperature.  The flow problems are 
a combination of system configuration and pipe fouling 
due to marine growth and sedimentation.  Additionally, 
a large amount of solids and all manner of flotsam is 
regularly found and removed from the cooling water 
pump suction strainer.  With the pump-out station, fuel 
dock and boat ramp across the channel from Bay Star, 
there is little we can do about the amount of 
sedimentation entering and forming deposits in the 
pipes and a/c units. 
 

Commodore Check ONE

Committee Nomination: Phyllis Vaughn
Nominations from the Floor:

None of the Above

Vice Commodore Check ONE

Committee Nominations: Jim Zelnik

Nominations from the Floor:

None of the Above

Rear Commodore Check ONE

Committee Nomination: Mary Kay Schultz
Nominations from the Floor:

None of the Above

Secretary Check ONE

Committee Nominations: Rick Bell
Nominations from the Floor:

None of the Above

Treasurer Check ONE

Committee Nomination: Walter Crawford
Nominations from the Floor:

None of the Above

Directors 2022-2023 Check TWO

Committee Nominations: Russell Seal
Rudy Mircovich

Nominations from the Floor:

None of the Above

BOARD ELECTION BALLOT

BYC General Membership Meeting, Fall 2021
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(Vice Commodore continued) 
 
The very warm temperature of the marina water in the 
summer also contributes to the problems.  The warm 
water doesn’t provide a particularly effective heat 
exchange within the a/c condensers. 
 
Additional work is planned this fall / winter to clean out 
the pipes and replace pipes and fittings where 
restrictions are found.  Calling in technicians to 
troubleshoot any mechanical issues are also planned.  
Volunteers are always appreciated to perform these 
tasks. 
 
We ask all members to be patient and understanding 
when they find that the temperatures in the Bay Star 
are warm and somewhat uncomfortable.  Please refrain 
from making any changes to the a/c unit settings.  
Especially do not aggressively lower the set 
temperature of any of the a/c units.  Each a/c unit will 
automatically turn the compressor on to achieve the set 
temperature.  Unlike the a/c unit in your climate 
controlled car, which has a variable speed blower and 
compressor, the a/c units on Bay Star have two speeds:  
“on” or “off”.  When “on”, a unit will cool at full capacity 
whenever the ambient temperature is above the 
thermostat set point.  In other words, lowering the set 
point below a reasonable target temperature does not 
force a unit to “work harder”. Therefore, dropping the 
set point temperature is counter-productive because 
the a/c unit is doing all it is capable of doing. 
 
A sincere thank you goes to each and every person who 
has worked so hard to fix and maintain the a/c units on 
the Bay Star.  It can be frustrating to work so hard and 
still have these reoccurring issues.  Over the next 
several weeks, more work is planned to further improve 
the situation. 
 

Upcoming Cruises (By Land 
and Sea) 
 

 
Sep 3-6  Labor Day Cruise  - Island Moorings  
Sep 16-19 Land Cruise Fredericksburg 
Oct 21-25 CCYC/BYC Land RV Cruise to US Grand  
  Prix Austin 
Oct/Nov TBD Cruise to the end of the Pier 

 
Our next sea cruise will be to Island Moorings over the 
Labor Day weekend.  There is a great restaurant onsite 
called the Phoenix which we will enjoy one or more 
evenings. You should have received the Notice of Cruise 
e-mail which has all the detailed information. We have 
cruised to Island Mooring previously and they have 
made many updates to their facilities. The channel is 
dredged to 8 feet mean low.  
 
September 16 to 19 is a land cruise to Oakwood RV 
Resort in Fredericksburg.  Club members stayed there a 
year ago.  Very nice, full hookups and a marvelously 
cool swimming pool; perfect for hot afternoons.  Phone 
number for reservations is 800-366-9396.  Tell host you 
are with Bay Yacht Club. 
 
October 21-25 is the Land Cruise to the US Grand Prix in 
Austin. I have 2 remaining premium seats together in a 
great area (Turn 15 Corner Grandstand). Need to 
reserve and pay NLT Sept 15th.  There are other seating 
options as well as general admission for those 
interested.  Prices for the premium group seats are 
$736.00 each for three days unlimited access. There are 
cheaper and daily tickets available also.  If you have 
never attended a Grand Prix it is well worth the check 
off the bucket list.  Seats are first come first served. 
There are hotels in the area but reserve quickly. The 
hotel route will require daily parking and it is crowded 
in and out each day. Better to be onsite. Just announced 
Twenty One pilots will be the concert on Friday with 
Billy Joel headlining on Saturday. Concerts are part of 
the ticket package and just a short walk from the RV 
sites.  
 
Oct/Nov we are planning our cruise to the end of the 
pier. More info to follow so get your favorite rum drink 
and appetizer ready!!  
 
See you on the water and the road!! 
 
Fair Winds, Following Seas and Safe Driving,  

 
Rick Bell and Judy Crawford 
2021 BYC Cruise Chairs  
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Book Club 
Sue Byrne 
 

The BYC Book Group remains 
on summer hiatus. We are 
hoping to meet in October to 
discuss our reading.  
Suggested books for the 
summer with the theme of 

moral equivalency are:  

 Legacy by Carolyn Wintergreen 

 The Talented Mr. Ripley by Patricia 

Highsmith 

 Horseman Pass by Larry McMurtry.  
 

 
 
 
Commercial Cruise 
Lori Stoner 

 
The BYC annual commercial 
cruise is a 5-night cruise on 
the Royal Caribbean line 
Adventure of the Seas 
departing Feb 18, 2022 from 
Galveston, arriving Costa 
Maya, Mexico on Sunday 

February 20,  Cozumel on Monday February 21 and 
returning to Galveston on Wednesday Feb 23. 
 
We have been offered a group rate that is better than a 
senior discount or past passenger discount.  Cruise 
pricing, double occupancy:  Ocean View Balcony 
$548.70 per person, Spacious Ocean View Balcony 
$616.70 pp.  Ocean View and Interior staterooms also 
available.   Deposit of $200 per cabin needed ASAP. 
Final payment due November 15. 

 
You can book directly with our Group Specialist.  I have 
sent an email to everyone in BYC containing a link to a 
cruise website customized for BYC members to register 
for this cruise. 

Quinn Brewer 
Group Specialist, Master Cruise Counselor 
Vacations To Go (6 Years) 
qbrewer@vacationstogo.com 
Office hours: Mon-Thu: 9am-6pm, Sun: 11am-8pm 
(US Central Time) 
US and Canada: 1-800-514-9986 ext. 7347 

 
Don't miss the boat! 
 
The company policy on COVID refunds is as follows:  

If the cruise line cancels the cruise you will 
absolutely get a refund. Common practice right 
now is for the cruise line to offer a 100% refund of 
the payments made, or often they will also offer 
you to re-book or receive a Future Cruise Credit 
with a bonus (like an additional 10-25% FCC on top 
of your original payment).   

 
SOOO . . . .  let’s get those cabins booked!   The BYC 
annual commercial cruise is absolutely AMAZING  AND 
FUN ! 
 
 

 

mailto:qbrewer@vacationstogo.com
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BYC September Events 

Every Monday 

 7:00 – 9:45 p.m. Poker Night. 
 

Every Wednesday 

 5:30 p.m. Fantail Social.  Watch MORF 
races from the Topside Lounge. 

 

Weekend Sept 3 – 6 Labor Day 

 Cruise Bahia Marina 
 

Thursday Sep 9 

 BOD Meeting 
 

Saturday Sept  11 

 5: 00 p.m. Social Hour 
 6:00 p.m.  Dinner 

 

Weekend Sep 17 - 19 

 Land Cruise Fredericksburg 
 

Saturday Sep 19 

 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. Happy Hour 
 

Saturday, Sep 25 

 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. Happy Hour 
 TBD – Bill Best Regatta (CCYC Race) 

 
 

Bowsprit Advertisers 
 

 
info@customworkshopdesigns.onmicrosoft.com 
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